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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Work to create the new heart  
of Midland is underway
The Midland Oval Redevelopment is an 
exciting project that embraces the future  
of Midland while paying homage to its past.
The redevelopment will connect the original Midland Junction 
with the Midland Gate Shopping Centre precinct and complement 
Midland’s thriving commercial and residential centre and nearby 
regional centres.

It will feature a series of high quality parks, open spaces 
and community facilities as well as new living and business 
opportunities. New road connections will also offer improved 
accessibility into and around the new town centre.

As the project progresses, the City will activate surrounding vacant 
spaces to continue to draw people into the centre and offer them a 
taste of what’s to come. So, make sure you keep an eye on our  
website for more details.

The Council’s vision for the precinct is: 

• Safe and lively round the clock activity
• Attractive and convenient spaces to walk to
• Accessible to public transport 
• A mix of activities including eateries, leisure, shopping, office 

and residential opportunities
• A place where residents and users feel a strong sense of 

connection and ownership
• The ability to accommodate a larger residential population 

where people can live within walking distance of local 
attractions and, potentially, employment. 

• Attraction for high quality investment
• A boost for the economic wellbeing of new and existing 

businesses. o n e  c i t y  d i v e r s e  p l a c e s



The oval was originally created as a recreation 
ground for sports activities. How have the sporting 
requirements of the community been accommodated?
• From the 1980s and early 1990s, sporting activities 

began moving north to Swan Park, in Midvale. 
• The final remaining sport was relocated in April 2013 

in line with the Midland Playing Fields Strategy. 
• This strategy considered all sports and playing fields in 

the Midland area and ensured capacity and future  
sporting requirements.

Can the City develop and/or sell the land within the 
precinct?
• The City has purchased all neccessary land to develop 

and sell relevant sites. The Masterplan block layout 
and zoning is supported by the Midland Activity 
Centre Structure Plan and Local Planning Scheme No 
17. A business plan is currently being prepared in 
accordance with the Local Government Act 1997 and 
will be made public in the near future. If you you’d like 
to be notified, email heartofmidland@swan.wa.gov.au

Why is the City getting rid of green space in the 
Midland CBD?
• With its city centre location, it was recognised as 

far back as 1968 that the site was better suited to 
development that helped Midland become an iconic, 
vibrant and diverse destination. 

• The Masterplan maintains the same amount of open 
space as the existing oval. 

• Through comprehensive consultation, the three key 
public spaces are being designed to create functional 
and high quality spaces that everyone in the 
community can enjoy.

Why hasn’t the site been developed since the first 
decision to relocate facilities in 1968?
• Over the years, numerous plans have been presented 

to Council. 
• The biggest difficulty in implementing these plans 

has been that there were not enough landowners 
within the precinct who were in a position to  
develop their sites. 

Why is the redevelopment of the oval precinct 
important for Midland?
• As Perth gears up to hit a population forecast of  

3.5 million, the City of Swan is planning to 
accommodate some of this growth in a mixed-use, 
high-density activity centre.

• The 11 hectare site will provide a complementary 
extension to retail, commercial and civic functions, 
and will provide a well designed development with 
attractive public spaces, which will link the traditional 
town centre and Midland Gate Shopping Centre. It is 
an opportunity to create an iconic “heart” for Midland.

What kind of ‘round the clock’ activities might the 
community see within the precinct?
• The Masterplan has a vision to accommodate various 

uses that will invite people into the precinct through 
any time of the day. Eg, home; work (office, eateries, 
shops, daycare, private gym); night time (shops, 
eateries, private gym, late night venue).

Frequently Asked Questions

value of new 
construction (City  
+ private industry)

expected total 
economic benefits

output contribution 
to the economy # new dwellings# new jobs

$680M $990M $2.2B 750-10004,000



How has security/safety been addressed in the design?
• Consideration has been given to lighting throughout 

the design to ensure that all public areas will be well 
lit to enhance perceptions of safety and security for 
both pedestrian and vehicular traffic. 

• Landscaping will be designed to ensure that tree 
canopies remain high and lines of sight remain open 
throughout the piazza, parks and laneways.

• CCTV will also be incorporated throughout the precinct. 
• Most importantly, a fine balance of land use with 

‘round the clock’ activity will mean that people within 
the buildings will be able to offer surveillance over the 
public realm at all times of the day.

Will the redevelopment look exactly like the  
Master Plan?
• No, the buildings shown on the plan are indicative, and 

will be subject to change as the development evolves.

When will construction on the first part of the 
development commence?
• We anticipate that the construction of the first 

buildings and the precinct’s road infrastructure works 
will begin in the next 12 months.

Is the City of Swan constructing all the buildings in 
the precinct?
• No, while the City may remain involved with some 

sites, private industry will construct most of the 
buildings. 

• The City will sell the land to developers who will be 
required to address Design Guidelines, ensuring high 
quality built design outcomes are realised within the 
precinct. Further details will be included in the future 
business plan.

When is it expected that the development of the 
entire precinct be complete?
• The City envisages that the redevelopment will take 

between 10 and 15 years to be fully developed. 
Though this will be strictly market led and the City 
aims to achieve a long term vision and optimisation  
of the site.

Is it wise to be undertaking something like this with 
the current state/ Federal/ world economic climate?
• The implementation is part of a long-term strategy 

aimed at supporting a vision which will take Midland to 
2050 population projections. 

• A proportion of the revenue gained will be reinvested 
in creating more vibrant public spaces shopping, 
food and beverage strips and attracting increased 
patronage.

What is an ‘iconic heart’?
• The central parcel, to the north of The Avenue, will 

require an iconic building to draw people to the 
‘heart’ or core of the precinct. 

• The Master Plan proposes a Civic building such as a 
library or council chambers as a central meeting place 
for locals and visitors. 

How has parking provision been accommodated in 
the Master Plan?
• The plan incorporates a public multi-storey car park 

with a minimum of 500 bays, 100 street parking bays, 
and there will also be private parking for most of the 
buildings.

new retail floorspace restaurants space new office floorspace Public open space# population

23,000m2 12,200m2 75,000m2 17.2%2,000



What are the heights of the buildings planned for the redevelopment?
• Subject to planning approval building heights will range from three to twelve storeys. Modelling exercises have  

been carried out to assess overshadowing, access to natural light and privacy.

Will all the history of the precinct be lost in the redevelopment?
• No. While most of the existing buildings will likely be demolished, the rich history of the recreation grounds  

will be interpreted in the new public space. 
• Future detailed landscaping and public art design will consider the best ways to do this.

What consultation was there on the Midland Oval Redevelopment Master Plan?
• Various workshops have been held with the public over numerous years, with two major workshopping exercises  

being held in 1997 and 2007. 
• In July and August 2015, the draft Master Plan was advertised to locals living within 1km of the precinct. 
• During this time, the plan was also advertised in all local newspapers, the West Australian and City officers ran an  

information stand at the Midland Gate Shopping Centre. 
• Significant consultation on the design, functionality and theming of the public space took place in 2016 with info 

sessions, surveys and workshops. Significant progress and development of the plans were made as a result of the 
feedback gained in this consultation exercise.

What are the next stages for the project?
• Preparation of Business Plan;
• Some possible further acquisition
• Stage 1 public works to commence.
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If you have any further questions which have not been covered here, please feel  
free to email heartofmidland@swan.wa.gov.au


